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After the success of their joint effort last year, Gallery Sofie Van de Velde and PLUS-ONE Gallery proudly present 
their second collaborative project, which again translates both galleries’ professional and artistic DNA of positiv-
ism and sharing: Looking at the World Through Rose Coloured Glasses.

The title of the exhibition is inspired by a Frank Sinatra song of the same name and refers to a romantically naïve 
perception of reality. The expression ‘looking through rose-coloured glasses’ means seeing the positive side of 
things, sometimes in an unrealistic way. It demonstrates a belief in a better world, and in the exhibition “the naïve 
optimism of some artworks helps us to counterbalance pessimistic views about the challenges society faces 
today,” states Jason Poirier, owner of PLUS-ONE Gallery. 

This project, which includes over 70 artists, extends to participations in Brafa Art Fair, focusing on modern art, and 
Art Rotterdam, the perfect occasion to present young contemporary artists. Like the previous collaborative 
project Lust Laughter Liquor did, this new exhibition celebrates both twentieth-century and contemporary artists. 
“We are a contemporary gallery, but we do not deny our past,” says Sofie Van de Velde. Young artists such as Char-
line Tyberghein, Pieter Jennes and Bendt Eyckermans clearly show art historical influences, and allow themselves 
to freely experiment with motifs from the past. The connection to modern art also fits the galleries’ wish to address 
a large audience. “The market for collectors of modern art is very different, but we hope to introduce experienced 
collectors to upcoming artists,” she adds. 

Looking at the World Through Rose Coloured Glasses carries multiple layers of interpretation. It can also be a 
critical stance, to look through rose-coloured glasses. If things could be rose-coloured, why aren’t they? In other 
words: a rose-tinted counterbalance of reality could be a call to action: let’s move towards that more positive direc-
tion. That is what the two galleries attempt in their collaboration on the long term: they consider sharing and open-
ness to be the future of the art world. Of course, political situations or societal change are all too often the subject 
of modern and contemporary art. In that sense, art can be a platform for multiple and controversial perspectives.   

We live in trying times: the climate, the economy, minorities and women all face severe challenges. “The work of a 
strong female artist like Frida Kahlo finds new pertinency today,” states Sofie. Her work is full of political connota-
tion and underlying protest, against governments and expectations of society alike. Moreover, she was unapolo-
getically feminine. Because of an extremely weak spine, she wore corsets daily, and painted them. At Brafa, Gallery 



Sofie Van de Velde will present Kahlo’s painted corset, showing an unborn baby under a communist logo. This piece 
shows a unique convergence of her artistic endeavours and her medical struggles. It is perfectly in line with the 
balance between political and personal themes in her oeuvre. 

A subtle feminist undertone is also present in different manners. Dutch artist Lily van der Stokker provides a very 
efficient yet ironic antidote to pessimism. Her drawings are bright, happy, friendly celebrations of sweet gestures 
and tender words. At the same time, they stand up for the importance of seemingly banal daily thoughts and life, the 
small yet emotionally meaningful things in life that are often overlooked in art. Rosemarie Trockel is more boldly 
activist. Her textile piece of 350 cm wide shows a pattern of female figures, in the role of freedom fighters. 

Adam Leech, who will present new works, has created a series of paintings in which the naïve romanticism of young 
lovers is abundant. His compositions, balancing somewhere between very classic and surrealistic, suggest the 
naïve will to focus on the positive and beautiful, but also the latent awkwardness of youngsters struggling with their 
hormones. Gommaar Gilliams on the other hand, imagines his personal utopia in art. His abstract combinations of 
painting and textile seek a connection to the outside world, but also provide shelter from it. 

“The colour pink (rose) is present in many of the artworks on show. Its meaning, however, varies,” emphasizes 
Jason. Sergio De Beukelaer creates conceptual works which embrace the ‘photoshopped’ beauty around us with 
the power of paint. The power of colour, in this case pink, applied to his ‘fat_canvasses’ makes the minimal imagery 
even more maximal in effect. In Sara Sizer’s work on the other hand, the different shades of pink evoke the vulnera-
bility of human skin. 

“The pink carpet at the Brafa booth, but also the recurring pink in many of the works, could be seen as a reference 
to a sugar-coated truth, as we find it a lot of social media posts today,” adds Sofie. A similar imagery is found in the 
faces painted by Marie Aly. “In her portraits, the past and the present, the religious and the profane, the LP cover and 
the Instagram selfie all seem to meet,” says Jason. The combination of trendy and classical motifs makes gives her 
works rather uncanny vibe.  

“Everything is rosy now,” Sinatra sings in ‘Looking at the World Through Rose-Coloured Glasses’. We often have the 
tendency to ignore bad news, or to look away from it. On Instagram, people post their most flattering pictures, their 
travels, their friends. Life seems perfectly peaceful, but sometimes also shallow. Even bad news can be made 
aesthetical. Looking through rose-coloured glasses can be a lifestyle, a way of coping, or a way of reflecting. The 
rose-coloured glasses of this exhibition may provide a balancing ‘filter’: everything is not always rosy. “But in art, we 
might imagine a better world,” says Sofie. 

WUNDER WALL

On all three locations, both gallerists will present a ‘Wunder Wall’, a puzzle of relatively small works, including some 
of their own private collection, both modern and contemporary. “This kind of presentation reflects our perception of 
art,” says Sofie. “Art is our way to look at the world, to see different perspectives.” This ‘salon-like’ approach to pres-
ent smaller work has been used in the gallery before, and is becoming something of a trademark. A ‘Wunder Wall’ 
could be seen as a bridge between a mundane and a transcendent reality – as art gives a glimpse of what lies 
beyond it.  

“These walls are also an invitation to young collectors and art-enthusiasts: to start their own story and art collec-
tion, to share it and to create their very own reflection of their world today,” explains Jason. He continues: “The wall 
is not strictly curated. Its free associations show what an enrichment art can be in daily life… as it already is for us. 
Everyone can find something they are attracted to here, a spark that leads to connections, conversations, ques-
tions.” In other words: the goal is to allow viewers to find their own way in the wide diversity contemporary art has to 
offer; to be absorbed, to discover, to wonder. 

Tamara Beheydt 



Part 1.  19.01.19 – 03.03.19
Opening Reception Saturday 19.01.19 2-6pm

Gallery Nieuw Zuid – Antwerp
Co-Curated groupshow

PLUS-ONE Gallery & Gallery Sofie Van de Velde

Part 2.  26.01.19 – 03.02.19
BRAFA Art Fair - Brussels

Booth Sofie Van de Velde Gallery

Part 3.  07.02.19 – 10.02.19

ART Rotterdam - Rotterdam
Collaborative Booth

PLUS-ONE Gallery & Gallery Sofie Van de Velde

Exhibiting artists: 

Adam Leech - Andy Warhol - Antwan Horfee – Arman - Bendt Eyckermans - Beni Bischof - Benny Van den Meu-
lengracht-Vrancx - Bent Van Looy - Bram Bogart - Carole Vanderlinden - Catharina Dhaen - Charline Tyberghein – 
Dadamaino - David Shrigley - Dennis Tyfus  - FLEXBOJ & L.A. - Francis Picabia - Fred Bervoets  - Frida Kahlo - 
Gommaar Gilliams – Goya- Guy Mees - Ilse D'Hollander - James Ensor - Jan Fabre - Jean Cocteau  - Jean-Pierre 
Temmerman - Jenny Brosinski - Jim Dine - John Stezaker - Jozef Peeters - Karin Hanssen - Kasper De Vos - Keith 
Haring - Kirstin Arndt - Kurt Schwitters - Lily van der Stokker - Maaike Schoorel - Marcel Mariën - Marie Aly - Max 
Pinckers - Navid Nuur - Nel Aerts-  Nicholas William Johnson - Otto van Rees - Paul Joostens - Perry Roberts - 
Pieter Jennes - Pim Blokker - Robert Devriend - Rose Wylie - Salvador Dali - Sara Sizer - Sergio De Beukelaer - 
Stef Driesen - Stefan Marx - Stephanie Hier - Stevie Dix - Sven ’t Jolle - Tessa Perutz - Tom Volkaert - Vaast Colson 
- Victor Servranck - Walter Swennen - William Ludwig Lutgens - Willy De Sauter - Wouter Feyaerts - ...


